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Please Reject Disposal Injection Well Permit PAS2D702BALL

Thu 8/18/2022 7:37 PM
To:R3 UIC Mailbo  R3 UIC Mailbo @epa.gov

Please deny the proposed permit PAS2D702BALL for the conversion and operation of a UIC Class IID
commercial disposal injection well, Sedat #4A, located in Plum Borough, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.
The applicant, Penneco Environmental Solutions, LLC, has several violations and an unresolved permit
application at immediately adjacent injection wells, directly related to the current permit application.

A condition of permit PAS2D701BALL for the co-located Sedat #3A commercial disposal injection well is
“the permittee shall not allow the underground injection activity, otherwise authorized by this permit, to
cause or contribute to the movement of fluid containing any contaminant into any underground
source(s) of drinking water ("USDW"), if the presence of that contaminant may cause a violation of any
primary drinking water regulation under 40 C.F.R. Part 141 or if it may otherwise adversely affect the
health of persons.” During the last known file review of the Sedat #3A injection well conducted by the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on July 22, 2021, it was found that the "Well
operator failed to notify the Department within 24 hours of receiving notification from a landowner,
water purveyor, or affected person that a water supply has been affected by pollution or diminution.”
Since that file review, there have been no subsequent file reviews or inspections at this site. DEP is clearly
not equipped to adequately monitor the conditions of disposal injection wells, which surely require more
than a yearly inspection. The related Sedat 1A monitoring well has not been inspected since November
11, 2020 which will be discussed later in this comment.

Additionally, immediately after receiving a disposal injection well permit from EPA and DEP, DEP issued
five violations to Penneco Environmental Solutions for poor construction practices at the Sedat #3A well
on August 12, 2020 that could easily contribute to the failure of the well to contain contaminants.

Both sets of violations can be found here:

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ahs.dep.pa.gov%2FeFACTSWeb%2FsearchResults singleViol.aspx%3FInspecti
onlD%3D32243428&amp;data=05%7C01%7CR3 UIC Mailbox%40epa.gov%7C292f46c86f0d43d2454c08d
a81510954%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbecaba’%7C0%7C0%7C637964482288587820%7CUnknow
n%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwWLJAWMDAILCIQIjoiV2IuMzIiLCIBTil6lkThaWwiLCIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C
3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=evahPwtiHjSjXWTs0K2En%2FpjV8LPRykZ2D6gODilvug%3D&amp;reserve
d=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ahs.dep.pa.gov%2FeFACTSWeb%2FsearchResults singleViol.aspx%3FInspecti
onlD%3D3067473&amp;data=05%7C01%7CR3 UIC Mailbox%40epa.gov%7C292f46c86f0d43d2454c08d
a81510954%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbecaba7%7C0%7C0%7C637964482288587820%7CUnknow
N%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjAWMDAILCIQIjoiV2IuMzIiLCJBTil6lk 1ThaWwiLCIXVCI6MN0%3D%7C
3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=rLqLSEQE4gEVE2211z52%2FIE6)7pWCA41kSjC14tj9rK0%3D&amp;reserved =
0

Given these violations, Penneco Environmental Solutions has not met the conditions of its existing
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disposal injection well permit for Sedat #3A and should therefore not be granted an additional permit
for another disposal injection well permit at the same location, designated as Sedat #4A.

Additionally, the proposed disposal injection well permit for Sedat #4A reads, “The Permittee shall also
monitor and record, quarterly, the fluid level from the Penneco Environmental Solutions Sedat #2A well
(API #37-003-21222) located in the "4 mile radius Area of Review used to determine where corrective
action, if any, must occur to prevent contamination of USDW from this the Injection Well, and which shall
serve as a monitoring well for this Injection Well. The Permittee shall compile this monitoring data and
include it in the Annual Report referenced in Paragraph [1.D.9. of this Permit.” However, DEP has not yet
inspected the Sedat #2A well after recently granting the transfer of use permit for the Sedat #2A well. It
is premature for the EPA to permit the Sedat #4A well before Sedat #2A is inspected.

The inspection frequency of the Sedat #2A well can be seen here:

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ahs.dep.pa.gov%2FeFACTSWeb%2FsearchResults singleAuth.aspx%3FAuthlD
%3D1399928&amp;data=05%7C01%7CR3 UIC Mailbox%40epa.gov%7C292f46c86f0d43d2454c08da815
10954%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbecaba7%7C0%7C0%7C637964482288587820%7CUnknown%7
CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjAwWMDAILCJQIjoiV2IuMzIiLCIBTil6lk ThaWwiLCIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C3000
%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=ha3MfOETILtaS%2Bsr%2BC%2BiYbkKah3YrNuQEJcYAXPgVW8%3D&amp;rese
rved=0

In the injection disposal well permit for Sedat #3A, Sedat #1A was identified as a necessary monitoring
well to ensure that Sedat #3A was properly functioning, but this well has not been inspected since
November 13, 2020, which was the well’s first inspection since it was plugged in May of 2020 after being
granted a transfer of use permit.

The inspection history of monitoring well Sedat #1A can be viewed here:

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ahs.dep.pa.gov%2FeFACTSWeb%2FsearchResults singleSite.aspx%3FSitelD%
3D5980&amp;data=05%7C01%7CR3 UIC Mailbox%40epa.gov%7C292f46c86f0d43d2454c08da8151095
4%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbecaba7%7C0%7C0%7C637964482288587820%7CUnknown%7CTWF
RbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjAWMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzIiLCIBTil6lk ThaWwiLCIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C3000%7C%
7C%7C&amp;sdata=DTR8IsTcOK15h%2Bpt1bSewWbD3TvbRavMAndQVfe3pDo%3D&amp;reserved=0

Given the previously mentioned violations and DEP’s sporadic and infrequent inspection schedule, DEP
clearly does not have the resources to ensure that Penneco’s injection disposal wells and monitoring
wells at this site are properly functioning. | urge the EPA to deny this permit application.
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